
CBSM Small Group Discussion Guide

“Following Jesus: As His Disciples”

(John 1:35-51)
Check www.youthgrouptruth.com for media: sermon vid, mp3, notes, etc.

 
The one-shot summary of the sermon series: 

Following Jesus is our CBSM study through the NT Gospels.  We are not going through Matthew, then Mark, then Luke, then John.  But rather, we will mesh them all together and teach these teens the life of Christ by going through all 4 simultaneously and chronologically.  We’ve called this series following Jesus because we’ll move through HIs life like we’re following Him around and creeping on or stalking Him.  This series also has a Twitter theme.  Our students use Twitter like crazy, and Twitter is a huge mission field to where you have everyone’s attention.  People love to tweet their desires, dreams, thoughts, etc.  Jesus must be our desires, dreams, thoughts, etc.  So we Follow Jesus and share Him with others.

CBSM Small Group Application Questions: 

We watched the hilarious Vintage 21 Jesus video about Jesus leading the First Christian Church meeting.  He laid out all the rules, and a dude busted in who got kicked out for missing church for a football game.  This is totally a stereotype of how people view Jesus and the church today: as a cult, rules oriented, harsh, legalistic, ridiculous, etc.  How else do you think non-Christian teens today view Jesus and the church as His disciples?

Who people normally follow today?  Who would they most easily become a disciple of?  We talked about girls following Bieber, fans following Saban, Lebron, or Pujols.  Who else would YOU follow if they called you up and let you follow them for a year...even if it meant leaving your family and friends?

Do you understand what it means to really follow Jesus and be one of His disciples?  What questions do you have off the bat about it before we get into it?

Read John 1:35-39.  What did it take for John’s disciples to leave him to follow Jesus?  What is all he said?  Why do you think they changed masters so quickly?  Do you think this is a picture of salvation?  How is the average American Christian different than the disciples we find in Scripture?  Since Jesus is not physically on earth leading us around, how can we now follow Him as His disciples?  What do you think about the phrase “accepting Jesus”?  

How would you answer a friend who said, “I believe in Jesus.  I know I’m a Christian.  I just don’t really live for Him.  He’s in my life, but I also have my own life.”?

Could you explain to someone who asked you what Luke 14:26 means in terms of our discipleship and following Jesus?

Read John 1:40-41.  What do Jesus’ disciples naturally do?  Why did Jesus not even have to train His disciples to reach out?  Why didn’t He have to give them a class on evangelism?  What’s the difference for real disciples?  What do you think about the phrase “Found people find people.”

Read John 1:42.  When people follow Jesus, they are reborn.  Jesus gave Simon a new name which also gave him a new identity, purpose, future, and destiny.  Share with the small group about when you came to Jesus, how did your identity, purpose, future, and destiny drastically change?

Read John 1:43-49.  This is a tough passage to understand.  We’re not sure if Jesus saw Nathaniel under the tree from afar, or if Jesus was able to see him miles away since He’s God, or if the Holy Spirit gave Him the ability in His humanity to see Nathaniel far away.  Either way, the point is that Jesus saw and knew Nathaniel.  What are your thoughts on Pastor Chip’s quote: “People desperately desire to be both fully known and fully loved.  But people won’t let others fully know them because of their fear that they won’t be fully loved.  Jesus is the only One who both fully knows our sin, wickedness, and rebellion, and yet He fully loves us out of His grace.”  Who do you know that needs to hear that incredible truth of the gospel?

If you claim to be a disciple of Jesus, then are you finding people to Him?  How has your invitations to CBSM been going?  How can you challenge each other as a small group to invite as many as possible to our services?

Read John 1:50-51.  Jesus said, if you like that...just wait for what’s to come!  Jesus is basically saying, you had better buckle up because you’re going to experience the awesome!  What are some awesome experiences that the disciples got to experience, observe, and enjoy?  How many can your small group name?  What are the awesome experiences that a disciple of Jesus today gets to be a part of that non-Christians don’t?  

What prayer requests can you think of for yourself, your small group, and CBSM specifically from this lesson?

Additional Info for Small Group Discussion:
 Your SS small group should be centered around these three questions which your students should be able to answer from their reading, their attendance on Wednesday, and their previous knowledge of the passages.  I would encourage you to give EQUAL TIME to each of the questions!  So save time to talk much about Jesus and life application!  Or you can just go through the story and intermix Jesus and life application all the way through.  

 

Question 1: What is the story of the passages?  
Question 2: How do the passages point us to Christ?
Question 3: How do the passages apply to our lives?  
 

Yes, we need to ask these questions every Sunday because we want them to be thinking these three simple questions for every devotion, for every sermon, for every conversation, etc.  These are the big 3!  

 

Can you ask other questions?  Absolutely you can!  In fact, I would encourage you to think of some good application question that would apply specifically to your group.  These questions will be much different for the 7th grade girls than the 12th grade guys!

 

General Outline of a CBSM Small Group Session:
Listen: Let your class talk a few minutes and just listen to them, listen to their weekend, listen to their lives, listen to their week…listen to their hearts. 

Prayer: Ask for prayer requests before you start the discussion. 

Accountability: Ask your class if they did their Bible reading, how their prayer life went this week, who they’ve witnessed to, and about their relationship with Christ. 

Discussion: Ask the BIG 3 QUESTIONS along with other questions that sparked in your mind during your reading.  Don’t be afraid if they get off track a little.  Listen to where their minds and conversations are going, and try to take a wide facilitating turn back to the Word. 

Prayer: Ask for prayer requests again, but this time ask them to be specifically from what you’ve studied and discussed that morning.  Ask how yall can be praying for each other, and how yall can be praying for the student ministry through the passages.  And take time to pray together!

 

That should easily take up 45 to an hour.  If you have any questions…please let me know!  Feel free to refer back to this email often.  Let me know if you have any helpful suggestions for the rest of the teachers.  I’m also attaching a commentary on the book of Judges in case you need it for more answers!

 

Only by His grace,

Pastor Chip

