
CBSM Small Group Discussion Guide

“Imago Dei: The Spitting Image of God”

(Genesis 1:26-28 and 2:15-23)
Check www.youthgrouptruth.com for media: sermon vid, mp3, notes, etc.

 
The one-shot summary of the sermon series: 

Imago Dei is the theological term for “Image of God” in Latin.  This series is ultimately about the doctrine of humanity.  We want to study in this series why and how God created humanity.  We also want to explore the themes of humanity being cursed with sin, humanity being saved by Jesus, humanity living out its fullest potential through Him, and what hope humanity has for the future.  

CBSM Small Group Application Questions: 

Everyone wants to renew their image.  What all parts of a teenagers image are they constantly trying to renew (hair, clothes, personality, etc.)?  Do you think there is something to that?  Is there a reason why people seem to not be totally happy with their image?  Could it be something deeper that is so unsatisfying?  Could everyone be feeling that they need to be renewed in Jesus?

From all the friends you know, do you think your friends are more trying to figure out who they naturally are, or work hard to become the person they want to be?

What were your initial thoughts when Pastor Chip first said, “The less you try to be like you and the more you try to be like Jesus...the more you’ll be like you”?

Read Genesis 1:26.  Who is the “our” and “us” here?  What other answers could people wrongly give for these pronouns?  For thousands of years, people have argued over what the image of God is in humanity.  So from the worship service, what is it?  (The image of God in man is everything about God that He has shared with man.  It is everything about man apart from sin, the curse, and death).   Pastor Chip talked about God’s image in us including our rationality, morality, functionality, and physicality.  Can you explain each one of those as an attribute of God and how He shared those qualities of His with man?  “If you had a friend who was really depressed and said, “I just think I’m a mistake.  I should have never been born.  I don’t belong in this life”, how could you answer them based on the image of God?  How could you encourage them that “Since you’ve been created like God, you can live your life for God.”

Read Genesis 1:27.  Part of our humanity and the image of God in us is being created in gender.  How is gender a part of the image of God if the Father and the Spirit are not physical beings?  What does gender have to do with the Trinity (1 Corinthians 11:3)?  What does gender have to do with the gospel (Ephesians 5:31-32)?  What does gender have to do with eternity (Revelation 21:1-2)?

Read Genesis 2:15-17.  These are gender roles before the fall.  What two things are men called to do most?  Work and Lead!  How important is it to live out your gender by being a better worker and leader?  How can teenage guys be better workers and leaders even though they may not have a job or a family of their own?  In what ways can they work and lead more to glorify God more in their gender?

Read Genesis 2:18-23.  From this passage, what is a woman called to do most?  Help!  Can you find passages in Scripture where God is called our “Helper”?  Its the same word!  How is it an absolutely honor for the woman to be the helper?  How does it reflect Jesus with His Father (John 4:30)?  How does it reflect the church’s role with Jesus?  Why do you think so many women don’t like terms like helper or submission when it comes to gender roles?

Read Genesis 1:28.  God called Adam and Eve to be rulers over the creation.  Like Adam and Eve, all of humanity is called to be kings and queens.  How do people use this position wrongly against the rest of the creation?  As good stewards over the creation, how can we rule in power and wisdom to be more like God since we’re created to be like Him in His image?

Read Hebrews 1:1-4.  How does Jesus absolutely fulfill the image of God in man?   How is Jesus the point of humanity?  Did God plan for Jesus to be human first and then decide to create humanity, or did God create humanity and then decide to send Jesus when we sinned?  (I fully believe its the first one)

Discuss the 3 application points:

1 - Learn the attributes of God mirrored in you.

2 - Be the man or woman of God He intended.

3 - Learn to rule in power and wisdom as kings and queens.

What prayer requests can you think of for yourself, your small group, and CBSM specifically from this lesson?

Additional Info for Small Group Discussion:
 Your SS small group should be centered around these three questions which your students should be able to answer from their reading, their attendance on Wednesday, and their previous knowledge of the passages.  I would encourage you to give EQUAL TIME to each of the questions!  So save time to talk much about Jesus and life application!  Or you can just go through the story and intermix Jesus and life application all the way through.  

 

Question 1: What is the story of the passages?  
Question 2: How do the passages point us to Christ?
Question 3: How do the passages apply to our lives?  
 

Yes, we need to ask these questions every Sunday because we want them to be thinking these three simple questions for every devotion, for every sermon, for every conversation, etc.  These are the big 3!  

 

Can you ask other questions?  Absolutely you can!  In fact, I would encourage you to think of some good application question that would apply specifically to your group.  These questions will be much different for the 7th grade girls than the 12th grade guys!

 

General Outline of a CBSM Small Group Session:
Listen: Let your class talk a few minutes and just listen to them, listen to their weekend, listen to their lives, listen to their week…listen to their hearts. 

Prayer: Ask for prayer requests before you start the discussion. 

Accountability: Ask your class if they did their Bible reading, how their prayer life went this week, who they’ve witnessed to, and about their relationship with Christ. 

Discussion: Ask the BIG 3 QUESTIONS along with other questions that sparked in your mind during your reading.  Don’t be afraid if they get off track a little.  Listen to where their minds and conversations are going, and try to take a wide facilitating turn back to the Word. 

Prayer: Ask for prayer requests again, but this time ask them to be specifically from what you’ve studied and discussed that morning.  Ask how yall can be praying for each other, and how yall can be praying for the student ministry through the passages.  And take time to pray together!

 

That should easily take up 45 to an hour.  If you have any questions…please let me know!  Feel free to refer back to this email often.  Let me know if you have any helpful suggestions for the rest of the teachers.  I’m also attaching a commentary on the book of Judges in case you need it for more answers!

 

Only by His grace,

Pastor Chip

