
CBSM Small Group Discussion Guide
CBSM: Believe The Gospel

Check www.youthgrouptruth.com for media: sermon vid, mp3, notes, etc.
 

The one-shot summary of the sermon series: 
“CBSM” is a 3 week series where we’ll talk about who God has 
called CBSM to be and what all God has called CBSM to do. This is 
Pastor Chip’s farewell series, and he wants to go out guns blazing by 
preaching the gospel, seeing teenagers saved, and watching God 
change lives!

CBSM Small Group Accountability: 
I realize these accountability questions are a little much for the 
beginning of an already short small group session time. So let’s 
encourage our teens every small group session to have a couple of 
accountability partners.  I would encourage them to have a group of 
3 - 4 that talk or meet together every week or two to talk about their 
lives, their victories, failures, successes, struggles, sins, and 
obedience.  

CBSM Small Group Application Questions: 
Conversation: Don’t forget the importance of letting your students 
come in, start conversations, you talk to them on a personal level, 
and after several minutes transition into the lesson. 

Intro: Pastor Chip said that the most important question in life is not 
“Are you going to heaven if you die?” It also is not “Do you believe in 
Jesus?” Instead, the most important question in life is “Is Jesus the 
Lord of your life?” Why is that question even more important 

Transition: Gospel means “good news.” Everyone believes a 
“gospel” for their life but very few believe “the gospel” for their life. 
What are some other “gospel - good news” that people are believing 
to bring happiness, purpose, identity, direction, and significance into 
their life?
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Bible: Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-4. We talk all the time about the 
gospel being the PoWeR. of Jesus. Small group leaders, make sure 
your students memorize this! The gospel is the Person of Jesus, the 
Work of Jesus, and our Response to Jesus.

Person of Jesus: 1 Corinthians 15:3 says that CHRIST died for our 
sins. Who is Jesus? Jesus is fully God and man.. What difference 
does it make that Jesus is fully God? T or F: if Jesus wasn’t fully God, 
then He couldn’t have remained sinless (T)? T or F: If Jesus wasn’t 
fully God, then He wouldn’t have raised from the dead (T)? T or F: If 
Jesus wasn’t fully God, then He couldn’t be our way to God (T)? 
Jesus’ divinity does mean that He could NOT have sinned, that He 
could not have stayed dead, and that He is the ONLY way to God. 
Jesus is also fully man. T or F: If Jesus wasn’t fully man, He couldn’t 
have died (T)? T or F: Jesus lived His life on earth as a man, not as a 
God (T)? Jesus’ humanity is absolutely necessary. He fully lived as a 
human being empowered by the Holy Spirit and lived in our place. 
He obeyed what we wouldn’t, He resisted what we couldn’t, and He 
fulfilled every expectation of perfection God has for salvation.
Also, everyone worships something or someone. Our worship is what 
we live our lives for. What are different things or people that teens 
today live their lives for (list them on the board). Now write out beside 
each of those how Jesus is better than them! Pair the students up. If 
a friend asked them, why is it so important that Jesus is both man 
and God, how would they answer?

Work of Jesus: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 says that Jesus died for our 
sins and He rose from the dead. The work of Jesus includes Jesus’ 
life, death, burial, and resurrection.

The Life of Jesus. T or F: Jesus only sinned in His mind, but He never 
DID anything wrong (F). Jesus’ life is what made His death possible. 
If He had not lived a perfectly sinless and righteous life, then He 
would not have been an appropriate sacrifice for our sin. In what all 
ways do you think Jesus was tempted to sin? What do you think was 
Jesus’ most difficult act of righteousness?



The Death of Jesus. T or F: Jesus’ death was the only way that God 
could have forgiven us for our sin (T). Jesus’ death absorbed the 
eternal wrath of God that was meant for our sin. The Bible says that 
Jesus not only died for our sin, but that He bore our sin in His body 
and He literally became our sin. What do you think was the worst 
part of Jesus’ death for Him?

The Burial of Jesus: T or F: Jesus wasn’t really dead because He 
was God, but Jesus was really just taking a nap in the tomb (F). 1 
Corinthians 15:3-4 says that Jesus’ death is part of the “most 
important” part of life. Jesus’ burial means that He was really dead, 
and that He was dead because He was under the curse of sin and 
death. 

The Resurrection of Jesus: T or F: Jesus’ death was not enough, but 
Jesus had to raise from the dead for our salvation (T). Jesus’ 
resurrection means that He’s alive, means that He was vindicated 
from our sins, means that He is ruling and reigning as Lord. What do 
you think was the disciples’ first reaction was when they saw Jesus 
risen from the dead?

Help your small group memorize the 4 main parts to the Work of 
Jesus: life, death, burial, resurrection.

Our Response to Jesus: Read Romans 10:9. Our response to the 
person and work of Jesus is repentance and faith by following Him. 
T or F: All repentance means is that we turn away from our sin (F). 
Repentance means that we turn from our sin and to Jesus! Because 
that Jesus came as a man, Jesus died for our sin, and therefore we 
repent of our sin. Repentance means that we are convicted of our 
sin, we confess our sin, we are forgiven of our sin, and we turn from 
our sin to Jesus. When we are confessing with our mouth Jesus as 
our Lord, we are turning from sin (the old lord of our lives), and we 
are giving our lives to Jesus (our new Lord of life). Tell your small 
group about a sin you’ve repented of toward Jesus in the last month.

T or F: Having faith means that we believe in Him as Savior, but not 
necessarily following Him as our Lord (F). When we are believing 



with our hearts that God raised Jesus from the dead, we are putting 
our faith INTO Him as the Lord of our lives. We’re believing He died, 
we’re believing He rose, and we’re putting our lives into His 
Lordship. Those who truly believe in Jesus as Lord faithfully follow 
Him with their lives. Tell your small group a way you’ve had to trust 
and follow Jesus in His way and not your own in the last month.

Life: This is the gospel: the person of Jesus, the work of Jesus, and 
our response to Jesus. Make sure you have a solid understanding 
and good memorization of the gospel to live and to share with 
others.

General Outline of a CBSM Small Group Session:
Listen: Let your class talk a few minutes and just listen to them, listen 
to their weekend, listen to their lives, listen to their week…listen to 
their hearts. 

Prayer: Ask for prayer requests before you start the discussion. 

Accountability: Ask your class if they did their Bible reading, how 
their prayer life went this week, who they’ve witnessed to, and about 
their relationship with Christ. 

Discussion: Ask the listed questions along with other questions that 
sparked in your mind during your reading.  Don’t be afraid if they get 
off track a little.  Listen to where their minds and conversations are 
going, and try to take a wide facilitating turn back to the Word. 

Prayer: Ask for prayer requests again, but this time ask them to be 
specifically from what you’ve studied and discussed that morning.  
Ask how yall can be praying for each other, and how yall can be 
praying for the student ministry through the passages.  And take 
time to pray together!
 
That should easily take up 45 to an hour.  If you have any 
questions…please let me know!  Feel free to refer back to this email 
often.  Let me know if you have any helpful suggestions for the rest 



of the teachers.  I’m also attaching a commentary on the book of 
Judges in case you need it for more answers!
 
Only by His grace,
Pastor Chip


