
CBSM Small Group Discussion Guide
“Following Jesus: As His Disciples”

(John 1:35-51)
Check www.youthgrouptruth.com for media: sermon vid, mp3, notes, etc.

 
The one-shot summary of the sermon series: 

Following Jesus is our CBSM study through the NT Gospels.  We are not going through Matthew, then Mark, then Luke, then John.  But rather, we will mesh them all together and teach these teens the life of Christ by going through all 4 simultaneously and chronologically.  We’ve called this series following Jesus because we’ll move through HIs life like we’re following Him around and creeping on or stalking Him.  This series also has a Twitter theme.  Our students use Twitter like crazy, and Twitter is a huge mission field to where you have everyone’s attention.  People love to tweet their desires, dreams, thoughts, etc.  Jesus must be our desires, dreams, thoughts, etc.  So we Follow Jesus and share Him with others.

CBSM Small Group Application Questions: 

Pastor Chip shared a story about announcing a basketball game for the school he had graduated from and for a high school game at the NBA arena where the Detroit Pistons played.  What was his point about us being prophets for Jesus?  What is your absolute most favorite team on earth that you have no shame to cheer for publicly?  Why do you think it is that Christians cheer less for Jesus publicly than they do their favorite team?

How would you answer a friend who asked, “What’s up with all the prophets, priests, and kings in the Old Testament?  Why doesn’t God have those guys in the New Testament any longer?  Did He mess up, figure out He was doing it all wrong, or what?  How am I supposed to read those passages and apply them to my life?”

From what we talked about this week in worship, what were the main duties of an Old Testament Priest?  What all was he supposed to do for God and for the people of God? (Approach God, sacrifices, pray)

Read Mark 2:1-12.  How is this a priestly passage of Jesus?  What are the most shocking parts about this passage?  Where does the passage give us a couple of unexpected twists?  

When thinking through the Old Testament priesthood, how does Jesus completely fulfill that office and those hundreds of men over thousands of years?  (Jesus has a perfect relationship with His Father and can approach Him any time, Jesus is sinless and does not need to make a sacrifice for Himself but Jesus Himself is the sacrifice, Jesus doesn’t need to make daily sacrifices but one sacrifice for all time, Jesus prays/intercedes for us constantly - John 17)

Read Hebrews 4:14-16.  As a small group, list on one side of your whiteboard everything this is telling us about Jesus, and list on the other side everything this is encouraging us to do about it.

Pastor Chip talked about 5 major application points of being priestly like Jesus.  Discuss each other them and think of a few steps for each of them as a small group to apply them to our lives individually.

1. Approach God (devotions, prayer, confession, fellowship)
2. Forgive others (forgive everyone based on Jesus’ death for sin)
3. Point people to the cross (where we see everything about God, Jesus, and ourselves)
4. Help people overcome sin (love people enough to call them out on their sin and help them through...not condemn them or talk about them.
5. Pray for others. (be willing to pray for others while you’re with them, while you’re in school.  Bring it up.  Offer to pray.  Go to God on their behalf.  Intercede for them to Him)
CBSM is really wanting to step up our personal discipleship. If you are wanting to be personally discipled or to personally disciple someone, please see Pastor Chip.  Personal discipleship is where a stronger Christian talks about their own life and struggles but also asks questions to the other person about their life, helps counsel them, and gives them good advice in following Jesus through life.

What prayer requests can you think of for yourself, your small group, and CBSM specifically from this lesson?

Additional Info for Small Group Discussion:

 Your SS small group should be centered around these three questions which your students should be able to answer from their reading, their attendance on Wednesday, and their previous knowledge of the passages.  I would encourage you to give EQUAL TIME to each of the questions!  So save time to talk much about Jesus and life application!  Or you can just go through the story and intermix Jesus and life application all the way through.  

 

Question 1: What is the story of the passages?  
Question 2: How do the passages point us to Christ?
Question 3: How do the passages apply to our lives?  
 

Yes, we need to ask these questions every Sunday because we want them to be thinking these three simple questions for every devotion, for every sermon, for every conversation, etc.  These are the big 3!  

 

Can you ask other questions?  Absolutely you can!  In fact, I would encourage you to think of some good application question that would apply specifically to your group.  These questions will be much different for the 7th grade girls than the 12th grade guys!

 

General Outline of a CBSM Small Group Session:
Listen: Let your class talk a few minutes and just listen to them, listen to their weekend, listen to their lives, listen to their week…listen to their hearts. 

Prayer: Ask for prayer requests before you start the discussion. 

Accountability: Ask your class if they did their Bible reading, how their prayer life went this week, who they’ve witnessed to, and about their relationship with Christ. 

Discussion: Ask the BIG 3 QUESTIONS along with other questions that sparked in your mind during your reading.  Don’t be afraid if they get off track a little.  Listen to where their minds and conversations are going, and try to take a wide facilitating turn back to the Word. 

Prayer: Ask for prayer requests again, but this time ask them to be specifically from what you’ve studied and discussed that morning.  Ask how yall can be praying for each other, and how yall can be praying for the student ministry through the passages.  And take time to pray together!

 

That should easily take up 45 to an hour.  If you have any questions…please let me know!  Feel free to refer back to this email often.  Let me know if you have any helpful suggestions for the rest of the teachers.  I’m also attaching a commentary on the book of Judges in case you need it for more answers!

 

Only by His grace,

Pastor Chip

