
Introduction:
Great Gatsby and God’s Judgment. Timely. The movie is about prosperous America in 
the 1920’s using their wealth on their own entertainment and personal gain. Sin ensues, 
and God judges their selfish and wicked decisions. Why do movies and books like these 
do so well, its because we all have an inner sense and fear of the judgment.

Need:
John 16:7-11 says that there is this inner sense within all of us that judgment is coming.
“I’m going to hell for this...” 

Review:
John persecuted. Banned to Patmos. Jesus gave Him this vision. 
Jesus lived, died rose, ascended. We spread the gospel. Things will get progressively 
worse. Great Tribulation means persecution from the world to Christians and judgment 
on the world from God. Jesus returns, raptures His people, destroys evil, sets up His 
kingdom, final judgment, casts evil into hell, and welcomes followers into His kingdom.

Final Judgment:
Tonight we’re talking about the final judgment. It is a theme all throughout Scriptures, 
starting with the garden of Eden where they were cast out for their rebellion. 
Notice this following verse speaks of condemnation (judgment) for the unbeliever, but 
no condemnation for the believer.
John 3:18 Belief or condemnation, “18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God. “

Revelation 20
When will the final judgment be?
Revelation 20:7-10 and Explanation. Satan, sin, and death will be judged.
Revelation 20:11a. Jesus will return to earth. rapture His church, destroy the wicked, 
resurrect the dead, and then the final judgment. So the final judgment is done on earth. 
Both the righteous and the unrighteous are resurrected for this. 

Who will be the Judge?
Revelation 20:11b. Great white throne. This is also when the new creation begins.
Jesus is the judge. God loves for Jesus to be the center of the Christian faith and 
worship. Jesus is God, man, sinless, sacrifice, resurrection, savior, king, Lord and 
judge.
2 Timothy 4:1. “1I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is 
to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom”
Acts 17:31. Jesus is the Righteous Judge. 



Revelation 20:12. The beginning of the final judgment. Books open. Judged according 
to our works. This is not a judgment of hell or heaven. This is a judgment of what we 
receive because of our works on earth.
Matthew 25:31-33 The judgment is Jesus separating the sheep from the goats.

What will the judgment be like? Opening of the books. Public. Luke 12:2-3.
2 Corinthians 5:10, “10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so 
that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good 
or evil.”
The above verse is saying that the unbelievers will be judged for their evil, and the 
believers will be judged for their good.

What will the Final Judgment be like for Unbelievers?
Let’s take a second and put some skin on this. We can often look at this very robotic, 
theological, and stripped away from real life. We’re talking about your family and friends 
who aren’t disciples of Jesus. We’re talking about the kids in VBS this summer. We’re 
talking about those who you’ll minister to on your summer mission trips. We’re talking 
about those you’ll meet during the course of your life as you obey Jesus’ call to 
missions. We may be talking about you!

Revelation 20:13-14. Best word here is hades which means intermediate place.
Death and hell cast first (Matt 25:41) “41"Then he will say to those on his left, "Depart 
from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”
Satan, death, demons are cast into hell first because hell was created for them. But God 
will also cast all of those people into hell who are following Satan there by living their 
lives for him and not for Jesus. 
Second death. Live once and die twice, or live twice and die once.

What will the Unbelievers receive?
Revelation 20:15. Cast into the lake of fire.
Romans 2:5. In this life they’re storing up wrath and fury for themselves.
That’s not all. They will also receive payment of worse judgment for their sin.
Luke 12:47-48 light and severe beating, “47And that servant who knew his master's will 
but did not get ready or act according to his will, will receive a severe beating. 48But 
the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will receive a light beating. 
Matt 11:22 more tolerable on that day.
Degrees of hell will be worse for some unbelievers than others. All degrees of hell are 
torment, agonizing, and damnation. But some degrees are worse than others. 

What will the Final Judgment be like for Believers?
The judgment of believers happens at the same time. We stand before Jesus as well. 
But we are judged for our good works, and not for our evil. God has promised that He 
will never deal with us in terms of guilt, shame, embarrassment, condemnation, or 
judgment.
1 Corinthians 3:10-15. A good description of how a believers works will be judged.



John 5:24. “24Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death 
to life.” We are not to be judged like the unbeliever.
Romans 8:1. There is now therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ.
Matthew 25:34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, "Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.”

What will the Believers receive?
Have a Jesus-centered and not a me-centered view of rewards here. Don’t live your life 
to get rewards from Jesus, but to bring glory to Jesus. 
Matthew 25:20-23 Parable. Rewards. Go into crowns. Ruling! “20And he who had 
received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, "Master, you 
delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more." 21His master said to 
him, "Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set 
you over much. Enter into the joy of your master." 22And he also who had the two 
talents came forward, saying, "Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have 
made two talents more." 23His master said to him, "Well done, good and faithful 
servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of 
your master." Matthew 25:20-23
Luke 12:43-44. A similar passage on ruling for all eternity.

Crown Passages:
1 Peter 5:4 Unfading Crown of Glory.
2 Timothy 4:8 Crown of Righteousness.
James 1:12 The Crown of Life.
Revelation 2:10 The Crown of Life.
The crowns seem to be what we all receive. The crowns may or may not be literal, but 
we know they symbolize how we will be ruling and reigning with Jesus (2 Tim 2:12).

End the sermon with rewards won’t equal happiness in eternity because our joy will be 
full in Jesus!

Application:
Every decision matters this summer.
What my summers used to be like.

Every decision matters for the judgment.
Jesus’ glory.
Other’s attendance.
Your reward.

Salvation push!
Chances are... Curt statement.
If you’re an unbeliever...enjoy. If you’re a believer...just wait.


