
Introduction:
Hell’s popularity in our culture.
Hell cuss words: Start Trek (12x), Great Gatsby, Iron Man 3 (4-5x), Pain & 
Gain (130x F words)
Hell movies (Little Nicky, Constantine, Event Horizon, Bill and Ted’s Bogus 
Journey, Hell’s Kitchen).
Hell songs (I’m on a Highway to Hell, If You’re Going Through Hell, Hell’s 
Bells, James Brown - Hell), 
Hell books (Dante’s Inferno, Paradise Lost, 23 Minutes in Hell, Love Wins 
by Bell)

Is Hell For Real?
We have to ask the question. Rob Bell. Video? Revelation and Jesus.

Need:
Brad stories from high school. This kid showed up to our class (small 
school), and he was different. Parents got him in our Christian school 
somehow. Brad was always making fun of God, living for sin, lying. “Even if 
I did you couldn’t prove it.” I would go over to Brad’s house and hang out. 
Brad did not know Jesus. I didn’t see Brad again after high school 
graduation. I got word that he died at a party. He was on a back deck of a 
2nd story apartment building. It crumbled, and he died in the fall. From 
everything I know, Brad may be in hell. I have friends who have died who 
are in hell. I have relatives who have died who are in hell. I have people 
who have been in my ministry who have died and are in hell. That is a 
sobering thought. What do we do with that? Right now, in hell. Right now. 
Burning. Right now. Its crazy to think about.

References to Hell in Revelation:
Revelation 20:10 (ESV)and the devil who had deceived them was thrown 
into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, 
and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

Revelation 20:14-15. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of 
fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15And if anyone's name was 
not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
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Revelation 14:9-11. If anyone worships the beast and its image, and 
receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, he also shall drink the 
wine of God’s wrath, poured unmixed into the cup of his anger, and he 
shall be tormented with fire and sulphur in the presence of the holy angels 
and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up 
forever and ever; and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of 
the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name. (Rev. 
14:9–11)

Revelation 19:3 “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and 
ever” 

Revelation 19:20 (ESV) And the beast was captured, and with it the false 
prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived 
those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped 
its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with 
sulfur. 

Revelation 21:8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as 
for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their 
portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the 
second death."

What Did Jesus Say About Hell?
Jesus talked about hell more so than anyone else in the Bible.
Jesus talked about hell than any other subject.
Jesus talked about hell more than heaven.
Over half of Jesus’ parables were on judgment and hell.

Luke 16:19"There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen 
and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate was laid a 
poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who desired to be fed 
with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came 
and licked his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried by the angels 
to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried, 

Who Goes To Hell?
23and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham 
far off and Lazarus at his side. 
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Those who don’t believe and obey the gospel 2 Thess 1:5-10
Those who never hear. Romans 10:10-15
Those who don’t overcome. Revelation 2:11, 21:7
Why would God send anyone to hell? Then heaven would be hell with all of 
the rapists, murderers, thieves, haters, etc. 

What’s Hell Like?
24And he called out, "Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am 
in anguish in this flame." 25But Abraham said, "Child, remember that you 
in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad 
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 26And 
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in 
order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and 
none may cross from there to us." 

• Those in hell suffer intense and excruciating pain. This pain is likely both 
emotional/spiritual and physical (John 5:28–29).

• Hell is a fate worse than being drowned in the sea (Mark 9:42).
• It is worse than any earthly suffering—even being maimed (Matthew 5:29–

30; Mark 9:43).
• The suffering never ends (Matthew 25:41; Mark 9:48).
• The wicked will be "burned with unquenchable fire" (Matthew 3:12).
• Those in hell will be thrown into the fiery furnace and will experience 

unimaginable sorrow, regret, remorse, and pain. The fire produces the pain 
described as "weeping and gnashing of teeth" (Matthew 8:12; 13:42, 50; 
22:13; 24:51; 25:30).

• The intensity of the suffering seems to be according to the wickedness of the 
person’s behavior (Romans 2:5–8).

• Hell is utterly fearful and dreadful (Hebrews 10:27–31).
• This punishment is depicted as "coming misery," "eating flesh with fire," and 

the "day of slaughter" (James 5:1–5).
• Those in hell will feel the full force of God’s fury and wrath (Revelations 

14:10).
• They will be "tormented" with fire (14:10–11).
• This suffering is best understood as endless since the "smoke of their 

torment rises forever and ever" (14:11).



• This suffering is constant because it is said that those in hell "will have no 
rest day or night" (14:11) and

• "will be tormented day and night forever and ever" (20:10).
	
 	
 	
       all referenced by Mark Driscoll on his website www.pastormark.tv

How Long is Hell For?
“Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels” (Matt. 25:41)
“will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life” (Matt. 25:46)
Jesus refers to hell as “the unquenchable fire” (Mark 9:43), and says that 
hell is a place “where their worm does not die, and the fire is not 
quenched” (Mark 9:48)
Annihilationists like to say that hell isn’t forever because of God’s love, 
justice (vs. sin), presence of enemies, fire never dies but the people do, 
etc. But the Bible obviously says differently from what we’ve said above.

Truth: Hell is God’s eternal, conscious judgment on 
those who don’t follow Jesus.

Truth: Live like Hell is Real!

What Do we Do with the Truth on Hell? Gospel!
27And he said, "Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house— 
28for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come 
into this place of torment." 29But Abraham said, "They have Moses and 
the Prophets; let them hear them." 30And he said, "No, father Abraham, 
but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent." 31He said to 
him, "If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be 
convinced if someone should rise from the dead."

As I asked at the beginning, what do we do with this? A sermon on hell 
should not just make us smarter or more emotional. I remember two 
sermons on hell. One at BBC (emotion) and one at Cornerstone 
(knowledge).
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A sermon on hell should motivate us in the gospel.
Motivates ourselves to salvation. 
Motivates us to share the gospel. 2 Corinthians 5:10-11
Motivates us to live the gospel. 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10
We will finally and fully be saved by the gospel! 

Will You Go To Hell?
Share the Gospel!


