
Introduction:
Where this whole Bible concept even came from. My office in Indiana.
Diane called. Explained the situation. Yall don’t want me. 
Meeting the Leaders here.
Andrew and I at Zaxby’s.
Genesis - Deuteronomy.
Judges Set
Ruth Set
Divided Kingdom Set

Transition of Systematic Theology on Wednesday nights - Molly.
Small group leaders. Couldn’t do it without them!

Jason to Jackson.
Over the past 5+ years we’ve been through tragic tornadoes, snow storms, 
swine flu, and one Wednesday night we almost burned this place down.

Need:
Do you think about eternity? Everyone does whether they know it or not. 
Maybe you’re hear tonight and you don’t think about eternity much. But are 
you the type of person who really wants to become someone great later in 
life, you want to accomplish a lot, you want to work hard through life to get 
somewhere, and you think about how to have the perfect life? All of those 
are longings that God has put in your heart about eternity!

As Christians, its so easy for us to get our eyes off of eternity and have 
them fixed on the now. We think we’ll just enjoy it when it gets here, but 
God tells us to set our eyes on eternity and live with it in view. 

Bible:
Revelation 21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.

Where am I going to live for eternity?
New Heavens and Earth Restoration. God isn’t destroying and starting 
over again, but He is restoring the heavens and earth to a glorified state. 2 
Peter 3, Isaiah 65. This means that we’re not going to heaven for ever, but 



we’ll be on the new earth which will be surrounded by the new heavens 
forever. We have been made for the earth eternally.
No More Sea means no more chaos, evil, judgment, etc. But it could also 
mean that there are so many people who have been saved by the gospel 
that we won’t have room for seas. John already talked about in Revelation 
7 a number of people wrapped around the throne that no one could 
number!

Revelation 21:2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of 
God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them as their God.

Who am I going to be and who am I going to be with for eternity?
Renewed bodies. Phil 3:20-21, 1 Cor 15, 2 Cor 5:17. We aren’t just getting 
brand new bodies, but our bodies are being restored and transformed so 
that we will be us, glorified, like Jesus, and human, forever. Will we know 
one another? Here is what God is all about. Here is how we summarize the 
entire Bible. And here is where we understand God at His core...
Truth: Enjoy a real relationship with Jesus and each other! 

Revelation 21:4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death 
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the former things have passed away." 5And he who was 
seated on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." Also he 
said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 6And he 
said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and 
the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without 
payment. 7The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his 
God and he will be my son. 8But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the 
detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, 
and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, 
which is the second death."

How will I feel for eternity?
Happiness, full of life, joy, healthy, alive.
This is all because of Jesus. What He offers!
Spring of water is the Holy Spirit.



Why doesn’t Jesus allow everyone in? Genesis 3:22 Tree of Life ban. God 
kicked Adam and Eve out of the garden so they wouldn’t live forever in sin, 
and God won’t allow sin into eternity because He doesn’t want sin to live 
forever.

Revelation 21:10-14 is talking about the bride of Jesus as a city. 
Revelation 21:15-21 is talking about the capital city of the New Earth - The 
New Jerusalem.

Revelation 21:22And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord 
God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23And the city has no need of sun or 
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb.

We see this in places of Scripture like Moses meeting with God and Jesus’ 
Transfiguration. God’s pure holiness, power, and glory are represented by 
a bright and pure brilliant light. 

Revelation 21:24By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the 
earth will bring their glory into it, 25and its gates will never be shut by day
—and there will be no night there. 26They will bring into it the glory and the 
honor of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone 
who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the 
Lamb's book of life.

How will we live for all eternity? This is eternal life! Culture, art, music, 
painting, relationships, creativity, feasting. Not afterlife but eternal life!

In the OT you had nations bringing the finest of their achievements, 
cultures, and advancements to King Solomon who had all things under his 
feet. Here we see a few things going on. It looks like that cultural 
advancements from all over the world will be brought to Jesus in the 
beginning of eternity, and the cultures of the world will continue to 
cultivate and bring them to Jesus for HIs honor and for the good of His 
kingdom. 

Revelation 22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, 
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through 
the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree 
of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves 



of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3No longer will there be 
anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and 
his servants will worship him.

We saw the city in Revelation 22, now we see eternity as a garden. Its the 
eternal Garden-City! How many of yall love big cities? How many of yall 
love the country? Its the best of both worlds. Its civilization that keeps its 
country feel. 
The river gives life much like the Holy Spirit - Ezekiel 47.
The tree of life is present. We will eat from it. We will be eternally healed.

Revelation 21:4-5 They will see his face, and his name will be on their 
foreheads. 5And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or 
sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.  

What do I have to look forward to the most?
Jesus will forever be in our minds. Night, darkness, evil will be no more. 
Our bodies won’t get tired and need sleep it seems. Like Psalm 23, He will 
be a light unto our path. And we won’t just serve Him like peons, but He’s 
inviting us to rule and reign with Him which includes serving the King as 
His friends!

Revelation 22:6 And he said to me, "These words are trustworthy and 
true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his 
angel to show his servants what must soon take place." 7"And behold, I 
am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy 
of this book." 8I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And 
when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel 
who showed them to me, 9but he said to me, "You must not do that! I am 
a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those 
who keep the words of this book. Worship God." 10And he said to me, 
"Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is 
near. 11Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the 
righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy." 12"Behold, I am coming 
soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone for what he has 
done. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end." 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so 
that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the 
city by the gates. 15Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually 



immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and 
practices falsehood. 16"I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you 
about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of 
David, the bright morning star." 17The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." 
And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty 
come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 18I warn 
everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone 
adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 
19and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, 
God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which 
are described in this book. 20He who testifies to these things says, "Surely 
I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 21The grace of the Lord 
Jesus be with all. Amen.

What do I need to do now?
If I could sum all of this up and the entire Bible it would simply be this: 
Enjoy a real relationship with Jesus and each other.
A Real Relationship with Jesus.
A Real Relationship with your Church.
A Real Relationship with other Christians.
A Real Relationship with non-Christians.

Hawk Nelson and Ashley Story

Kingdom: Real relationships revolving around the real Jesus.


