
Film School
Being Discerning In the Theater

Intro (Hero’s Journey Video)
• Need:  We are drawn to stories in general and movies in particular because we are 

part of an overarching storyline that began before we existed and we are anxious 
for the conclusion.

Body
• Parents Rule

o Obey your parents!  (Eph. 6:1; Col. 3:20)
• Keep Your Witness

o Matthew 5:14-16  (Sermon on the Mount)
 14  *x“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 

hidden. 15  *xNor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, 
but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16  In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, so *xthat they may see your 
good works and *xgive glory to your Father who is in heaven.

o 1 Corinthians 15: 33
 33 *xDo not be deceived: *x“Bad company ruins good morals.”*n

o Someone once said, “the greatest obstacle to Christianity is Christians 
themselves.”

o Don’t be the hypocritical Christian, strive to be Christ-like...
• Strive to be Christ-like

o Ephesians 5:1-14
 1 *xTherefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  2 And 

*xwalk in love, *xas Christ loved us and *xgave himself up for us, a 
*xfragrant *xoffering and sacrifice to God.  3 But *xsexual 
immorality and all impurity or covetousness *xmust not even be 
named among you, as is proper among saints. 4 Let there be *xno 
filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, *xwhich are out of 
place, but instead *xlet there be thanksgiving. 5 For you may be 
sure of this, that *xeveryone who is sexually immoral or impure, or 
who is covetous (*xthat is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and God.  6 *xLet no one *xdeceive you with 
empty words, for because of these things *xthe wrath of God comes 
upon *xthe sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore *xdo not associate 
with them; 8 for *xat one time you were *xdarkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord. *xWalk as children of light 9 (for *xthe fruit of 
light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and *xtry to 
discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 *xTake no part in the 
*xunfruitful *xworks of darkness, but instead *xexpose them. 12 For 
*xit is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 



13 But when *xanything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 
14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
“Awake O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine 
on you.”

o Philippians 4:8
 8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any  excellence, if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things.

Q & A
• Put number on screen at beginning of night!
• Try and answer Gospel/storyline-related questions towards the end of Q & A.

Conclusion
• Gospel Connection and Invitation

o Need:  We are drawn to stories in general and movies in particular because 
we are part of an overarching storyline that began before we existed and 
we are anxious for the conclusion.


