
Series: So Many Emojis
Date: February 17, 2016
Text: Genesis 32
Title: God, are you trying to hurt me?

Introduction
Me boxing Jason in college. 

Need
We’re calling this series So Many Emojis because in life, we’re going 
through so many emotions in our relationship with God. We want to be real 
as a student ministry and say we know its not always easy, but it is always 
best!

Tonight I want to tell you a story about Jacob in the Bible who’s life felt like 
one big long fight until one night when everything changed. 

You may feel the same way about your life. You’re always fighting for your 
way, your protection, your identity, your name, etc. You may find out in the 
Bible that you’re just like Jacob. 

Bible - Gospel - Personal

Bible
In So Many Emojis, we’ve talked about Abraham and God’s covenant.
We’ve talked about Isaac and how God called for him to be sacrificed.
Tonight we’re going to talk about Abraham’s grandson, and Isaac’s son, 
Jacob.

Tell the story leading up to Genesis 32.

Read the story of Genesis 32:22-32 and explain in today’s culture.



22The same night he arose and took his two wives, his 
two female servants, and his eleven children, and 
crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and 
sent them across the stream, and everything else that 
he had. 24And Jacob was left alone. And a man wres-
tled with him until the breaking of the day. 25When the 
man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 
touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of 
joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me 
go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not 
let you go unless you bless me.” 27And he said to him, 
“What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then he 
said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but 
Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and 
have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell 
me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my 
name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called 
the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen 
God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.” 
31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping 
because of his hip. 32Therefore to this day the people 
of Israel do not eat the sinew of the thigh that is on the 
hip socket, because he touched the socket of Jacob’s 
hip on the sinew of the thigh.

Gospel
Connect Jacob’s story to Jesus’ story.



Jesus lived a life of wrestling as well. He wrestled Satan, Jews, Cross.
I believe Jesus was the man Jacob wrestled all night long.
Notice how Jesus came and wrestled Jacob.
Whenever God shows up as man in the OT, I believe it is Jesus!
Jesus dislocated Jacob’s hip. The hips are what wrestlers use most.
Jacob clung to Jesus and he wouldn’t let go until He blessed him.
Jesus changed Jacob’s name which changed Jacob’s future. Labels.
Jesus blessed Jacob because Jesus is where all the blessings are.
Jesus wrestled for us so that our wrestling can rest!

Story
There was a time in 7th grade where I had to figure out if I really had Jesus.
This was at a camp when one of the most spiritual students I knew got truly 
saved for real. My faith had to become my own. Own your own faith.

Wrestling against God is exhausting.
Instead of wrestling God, wrap the arms of your life around Him and refuse 
to let go. 

Application
How to go from a life of wrestling to a life of blessing.

1. Own your own faith in Jesus.

2. Realize that Jesus is our blessing. 
Ephesians 1:3, 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places.

3. Get alone with Jesus and refuse to leave.

4. Cling to Jesus and refuse to let go.
John 15:4-8, 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 

fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 



him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If 
anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; 
and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you 
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit 
and so prove to be my disciples. 

5. Rest in Jesus instead of wrestling against Him. 


