
Series: So Many Emojis
Date: February 24, 2016
Text: Genesis 37-50
Title: God, are you trying to make me suffer? 

Introduction
Riding the Giant Swing in Miami

Need
We’re going to see a story tonight about a dude by the name of Joseph. 
Joseph went through some really hard times that he didn’t deserve. But we 
get to learn from the end of the story that God had a reason for it all. 

Watch God’s sovereignty in Joseph’s suffering.

Bible
Joseph was Jacob’s 11th and favored son. His brothers hated him.
Joseph had a dream that all of his family would bow down and serve him.
The brothers were aggravated, were going to kill him (Reuben), but threw 
him in a pit.
They couldn’t get any profit for his death, so they sold him for 20 pieces of 
sliver.
The Midianites sold Joseph to Potiphar who was an officer of Egypt’s 
Pharaoh.
God was with Joseph, and the Potiphar put him in charge of all he had.
Ladies, Joseph was a hottie. So attractive that the Potiphar’s wife couldn’t 
keep her eyes off him. She approached him daily to sleep with her. She got 
desperate and grabbed him, Joseph fled with his coat in her hands. That 
chick framed him and got him thrown into prison. 
When Joseph went to prison, he rose to be in charge of all the prisoners.
God was with Joseph!
Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker were thrown into prison. God just 
happened to put them under Joseph’s care in prison.



Joseph interpreted the bakers dream as he’s going to die.
Joseph interpreted the cupbearers dream and he’s going to get out.
The cupbearer didn’t remember Joseph.
After 2 years, the Pharaoh has dreams and the cupbearer tells him about 
Joseph since no one else in the land could interpret the dreams.

20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God 
meant it for good, to bring it about that many people 
should be kept alive, as they are today.


Gospel
Every story in the Bible POINTS to the Gospel of Jesus, but few 
PARALLEL the Gospel of Jesus like the story of Joseph.

Joseph was favored by His Father but hated by His brothers.
Jesus was hated by His Jewish brothers but is favored by His Father.

Joseph was sold for 20 pieces of silver by His own brother.
Jesus was sold for 20 pieces of silver by His own disciple.

Joseph was left for dead many times.
Jesus died for the sins of the world.

Joseph rose to power because God was with Him.
Jesus rose from the dead because He is God.

Joseph’s faithfulness through suffering saved the family line of Jesus.
Jesus’ sinlessness through suffering saved the world. 

Story
Suffering in my singleness for years.
Ways Michelle and I have gone through suffering to get blessing.

Parents fire to new house
Our water damage to new-like house. 



Application
Do a word study on suffering.

Trust God’s sovereignty in your suffering. 

2 Corinthians 1
See God’s sovereignty in your suffering.
Joseph was there when God wrestled Jacob.

We read these Bible stories like they’re no big deal because we know the 
end of the story. 

Suffer faithfully like you know the end of your story.

Conclusion
The end of the story is forgiveness and friendship (reconciliation).
Raise your hand and others around you will pray for you.


