
Series: THROWBACK
Date: January 24, 2016
Lesson: Reverse the Curse

Connect Group Introductions (10 min)
• Welcome and personally speak to every student.
• Give special attention to any first timers or guests. 
• Ask about one special thing that happened in their week. 
• Also tell them one special thing that happened from your week. 
• Fill out the “Off-Campus Connect Group or Discipleship Groups” form by 

writing the names of your students who were involved in either off-campus 
connect groups or discipleship groups this past week. 

• Go over the Newsletter on your table with your students. 
• Pray to begin the morning together.

Large Group by Lead Teacher #1 (7 min)

Story: Lead Teachers, you could begin with a story today about a talking pet (would 
lead into the serpent), a story about a curse (lead into the passage), or a story about a 
funny temptation you’ve gone through (lead into the passage well, as well). 

Point: Today we’re going to talk about where Satan, sin, and temptation even came 
from. What going to talk about who Satan is, what He does, and what sin and 
temptation are. We need to be very aware of these in order to follow Jesus and make 
more disciples. You need to take notes today so you can share it with others. 

Intro into Discussion: When God created the whole world, one of His creations 
became a rebel. Lucifer was one of God’s angels who watched God create the entire 
universe (Job 38:4-7). It was probably very clear to Lucifer that God was creating 
everything for His Son, Jesus (Colossians 1:15-16). Lucifer was driven by his own pride 
(1 Timothy 3: 6), and deceived Adam and Eve into following him instead of Jesus. Today 
you get to discuss together that whole story and what it means for our own lives. 

Connect Group Discussion #1 (15 mins)

Leader Note: The purpose of this first group discussion is to lead your students to an 
understanding of what both temptation and sin actually are. 

Read Genesis 3:1-6 together. 



• Ask your students to pair up and write down their best definition of what 
TEMPTATION is. Ask your students to do the same thing to define SIN. Go 
over the answers together as a group. 

Leaders: This is for you to see your students understanding of temptation and 
sin. The new few questions will give them a biblical understanding of what they 
actually are.) 

• Read Genesis 3:1 again. Who is the author of all temptation and sin? How 
many different names, adjectives, and descriptions can you give for him?  

Answer: Satan is the author of all temptation and sin. We know that Satan 
rebelled against God by deceiving Adam and Eve to follow him instead of God. 
Satan is known as the enemy, the evil one, the adversary, the devil, Lucifer, etc. 
Satan is tricky, deceptive, a liar, a murderer, a serpent, a snake, a dragon, etc.) 

• Read Genesis 3:2-5 again. Satan is deceiving Eve into doubting God in two 
major ways. What are they? 

Answer: Satan is deceiving Eve into doubting GOD’S WORD by asking “Did 
God really say.” Satan is also deceiving Eve into doubting GOD’S GOODNESS 
by saying “You will not surely die…” ) 
How does Satan deceive people into doubting God’s Word today?
How does Satan deceive people into doubting God’s goodness today? 

• Read Genesis 3:6 again. Satan uses a strategy for all of his temptations to 
get us to sin. Look at 1 John 2:15 and line it up with Genesis 2:6. What are 
the 3 main categories that all of Satan’s temptations fit into? 

         Answer: 1 John 2:16 talks about the Lust of the Flesh, the Lust of the Eyes, and  
 the Pride of Life. This lines up perfectly with Eve’s temptations. She saw that the  
 tree was good for food (flesh), pleasing to the eyes (eyes), and makes one wise  
 (pride).  
 The lust of the flesh says: I want to FEEL that (PLEASURE apart from God). 
 The lust of the eyes says: I want to HAVE that (TREASURE apart from God). 
 The pride of life says: I want to BE that (POSITION apart from God).  
 Ask your students to think of as many temptations to sin as possible that 

would fit into each category.
How do each of these sins go against both God’s Word and goodness? 

• Read Luke 4:1-12. How do Jesus’ temptations line up with Eve’s and with 1 
John 2:16? What was Jesus’ greatest weapon against Satan’s temptation?

         Answer: Jesus’s temptations were bread (flesh), kingdoms (eyes), and angelic  
 protection (pride). Jesus’ greatest weapon against all temptation was always  
 memorizing and applying Scripture! We must be reading, memorizing, and  
 applying Scripture daily to fight against our daily temptations. 

Connect Group Leaders Teaching Point to Students: Students, all sin comes from 
Satan, so all sin is simply Satanism. All Satan wants is to take your eyes away from 



Jesus by distracting you from sin. We’ve got to take sin seriously and see every 
temptation is decision to follow Satan or to follow Jesus. Please know you can come 
and talk to me any time about your temptation or you sin and I will help you and not 
judge you. 

Large Group by Lead Teacher #2 (5 min)

Satan and sin are just as real today as that historical story. We have to remember that 
sin is very personal for Satan. He hates Jesus. Every sin is a decision for Satan or 
Jesus, to obey Satan or Jesus, to live in the way of Satan or Jesus. Satan has a 
strategy for temptation that we’ve looked it, but God has revealed it and shared Satan’s 
greatest secret with us!

Now let’s take a look at what happens when we don’t resist sin. Check out how sin 
messes absolutely everything up. Even when we think sin will please us, make us 
happy, or help us…it always, always, always makes things worse. It ruins our lives, our 
futures, our relationship with God, and our relationship with others. Take these 
discussions seriously and continue to take notes so that you can take sin and 
temptation seriously. 

Connect Group Discussions #2 (15 mins)

Leader Note: The purpose of this connect group discussion time is to lead your 
students to an understanding of what happens when we sin. 

• Read Genesis 3:7. How did Adam and Eve respond when they sinned? 
Answer: Adam and Eve tried to “cover up” their sin.  
Why did they respond this way?
Answer: They felt the shame and guilt of sin.  
What are examples of ways we “cover up” our own sin?  

• Read Genesis 3:8. How did Adam and Eve respond next after covering up 
their sin? 

Answer: Adam and Eve hid from God. 
 Why did they respond in this way?  
 Answer: They knew they not only sinned, but sinned against God. 
 What are examples of ways we “hide from God” when we sin? 

• Read Genesis 3:9-11. How did God response when Adam and Eve sinned? 
Answer: God pursued them with His love and convicted them with His grace. 

 How do we normally think God responds to our sin?
Answer: Most people think God judges and hates us for our sin.  



 What are some examples of when God pursues us with His love and 
convicts us by His grace when we sin?  

• Read Genesis 3:12. Adam and Eve did not respond to God’s loving pursuit or 
gracious conviction. Because they didn’t, how did they respond next?

Answer: Adam and Eve turned on each other by blaming each other and not 
taking responsibility or owning up to their own sinful actions. 
What are some examples of ways we blame others for our own sin? 
Answers: My envirmonment, my parents make me mad, my sibling instigated it, 
the devil made me do it, etc.
Instead of blaming others, what should our response be when God lovingly 
pursues us and graciously convicts us? 

• Read Genesis 3:12-13. Adam and Eve did not respond to God’s loving pursuit 
or gracious conviction. Because they didn’t, how did they respond next?

Answer: Adam and Eve turned on each other by blaming each other and not 
taking responsibility or owning up to their own sinful actions.

• Leaders, read Genesis 3:14-19 and quickly comment on the curse God 
announced because of Satan’s, Adam’s, and Eve’s sin. 

Answer: God first announced a curse over Satan by casting him to the earth, the 
entire animal kingdom, the ground, and therefore all of creation. This is because 
Adam was to have dominion over creation, but by following Satan, he handed 
over his dominion to Satan.

God then announced the curse over all females which is pain in childbearing 
and a desire to rule over their husband instead of godly submission. In other 
words, sin brought in pain and temptation in the two areas that God created 
females in their gender. 

God then announced His curse over all males in their work. God created men to 
lead, protect, and provide for their families. Originally work was meant to be 
sheer pleasure and enjoyment, but the curse has brought pain, sweat, and 
difficulty. This is why we see lazy men today!

• Read Genesis 3:15. Where do we see Jesus in this passage? 
Answer: In Genesis 3:15, Jesus is the prophesied “seed of the woman” who will 
come to “bruise” (crush) the head of Satan. This is the first mention of the Gospel 
which is theologically known as the “Protoevangelium” which means “first 
Gospel”. Here we see a decisive blow to the serpent by the woman’s seed. This 
verse is the Bible’s first prophecy of Jesus, the cross, and the resurrection for 
salvation!

• Read Genesis 3:21-24. How do we see God’s saving grace in this passage.
In Genesis 3:21-24, God kicking Adam and Eve out of the Garden is a very 
gracious act! If God had not kicked them out of the Garden, they would be able to 



continue to eat from the Tree of Life which would give them the ability to live 
forever…as sinners. God’s ban from the Garden has given the God-man Jesus 
the ability to DIE for our sins, and has given us the ability to die so that we can be 
resurrected in Jesus’ glory. 

• Read Galatians 3:13. What does it mean that Jesus became our curse? Why 
is it necessary that Jesus did not just die for our sins, but He also became 
our curse at the cross? 

Answer: Jesus did not just die for our sins, but He also became our curse. This 
means that Jesus actually became our sins. On the cross, Jesus became what 
we have done. This is why God turned His back on Him. This is why God was 
pleased with His death. Jesus became our curse and bore our sin in His body. 

Connect Group Leaders Teaching Point to Students: Students, this week take your 
sin seriously. Take your sin seriously because you take Jesus seriously. Take your sin 
seriously because you take the Gospel seriously. Jesus hated our sin enough to 
become our curse, so let’s hate our sin enough to become like Jesus!

Large Group Wrap-up by Lead Teacher #3 (3 min)

Students, continue to live what you’ve learned and pass it on to someone else this 
week. Don’t just be a disciple, but make more disciples. Don’t let Satan tempt you to 
keep it all to our self, but share this awesome news with others that we do have power 
over temptation through Jesus alone! 

Closing Announcements by Lead Teacher (2 min)

• We continue to challenge each table to be THE TABLE as you bring food and props 
every Sunday morning to make your Connect Group time awesome! 

• Get signed up for Disciple Now Weekend January 29-31. Make sure to sign up, turn 
your registration form in signed by your parents, and pay the $35. It will be the best 
weekend of your life yet! 

• We will see you back this Wednesday night. Our Student Center doors open at 
3:30pm for basketball, beach volleyball, 9 square in the air, ping-pong, pool, video 
games, the cafe, etc. Then our worship service is at 6:15. Our Student Center closes 
at 9:00pm. Hang out with us as long as you can!

• Next Sunday, our main Connect Group time will be at 9am because of DNOW. You will 
not want to miss this Q&A time with your student pastor and DNOW speaker. The 



questions will come from you as the students. There will be a small Connect Group 
time at the 11am hour if you cannot make the 9am hour. 

• You are not dismissed until your Connect Group Leader dismisses you.


