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Introduction
Bring Jason up on stage. Retell his story. Talk about him leaving. Talk about 
his home situation. Talk about his last thing here is his discipleship group. 
Talk about him needing to hear this message. Talk about the book we’re 
giving to him. 

Need
If we want to raise you up to send you out, then you’ve got to be in God’s 
Word. We are doing everything we can to help you get in God’s Word. But I 
want to take it even further tonight. I’m not going to preach at you, but I’m 
going to teach you tonight. Tonight I want to teach you how to get the most 
out of your Old Testament devotions. 

There are many different views of reading the Old Testament: 
1. Its boring. 
2. What does it have to do with my life?
3. There are too many lists and laws!
4. Its just a bunch of cute stories.
5. It never mentions Jesus. 

Not only do I want to show you why all of those are wrong, I also want to 
show you why you will LOVE to be in the Old Testament every single day. 

Tonight I want to tell you 3 stories that will teach us 4 questions to ask 
whenever we’re reading the Old Testament. 

Three Stories: Cain and Able, Noah and the Flood, and the Tower of Babel



4 Questions to Ask through the Old Testament:
1. WORLD: How is their world like my world?
2. DETAILS: What are the details of the story?
3. GOSPEL: What are the patterns of the Gospel? 
4. LIVE: How does this story teach me to live for Jesus?

Bible
CAIN AND ABLE
Read Genesis 4:1-16. 
1. WORLD: How is their world like my world? 
1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore 
Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of the Lord.” 
2And again, she bore his brother Abel.


2. DETAILS: What are the details of the story?
Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the 
ground. 

3. GOSPEL: What are the patterns of the Gospel? 
3In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of 
the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also brought of the firstborn 
of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard 
for Abel and his offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he 
had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 
6The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has 
your face fallen? 7If you do well, will you not be accepted? 
And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its 
desire is for you, but you must rule over it.”


4. LIVE: How does this story teach me to live for Jesus?
3In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of 
the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also brought of the firstborn 
of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard 



for Abel and his offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he 
had no regard.


Find ways to give Jesus both your first and your best.  

NOAH AND THE FLOOD
1. WORLD: How is their world like my world? (Genesis 6:5)
5 The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually. 6And the Lord regretted that he had 
made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 7So 
the Lord said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from 
the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things 
and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made 
them.” 8But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.


2. DETAILS: What are the details of the story? (Genesis 6:11)
11Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth 
was filled with violence. 12And God saw the earth, and 
behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on 
the earth. 13And God said to Noah, “I have determined to 
make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence 
through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 
14Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the 
ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. 15This is how you 
are to make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits, its breadth 50 
cubits, and its height 30 cubits. 16Make a roof for the ark, 
and finish it to a cubit above, and set the door of the ark in its 
side. Make it with lower, second, and third decks. 17For 
behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy 
all flesh in which is the breath of life under heaven. Everything 
that is on the earth shall die. 18But I will establish my 



covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your 
sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 19And of 
every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort 
into the ark to keep them alive with you. They shall be male 
and female. 20Of the birds according to their kinds, and of 
the animals according to their kinds, of every creeping thing 
of the ground, according to its kind, two of every sort shall 
come in to you to keep them alive. 21Also take with you 
every sort of food that is eaten, and store it up. It shall serve 
as food for you and for them.” 22Noah did this; he did all that 
God commanded him.


3. JESUS: What are the patterns of the Gospel? (Genesis 7:17-24)
17The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters 
increased and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the 
earth. 18The waters prevailed and increased greatly on the 
earth, and the ark floated on the face of the waters. 19And 
the waters prevailed so mightily on the earth that all the high 
mountains under the whole heaven were covered. 20The 
waters prevailed above the mountains, covering them fifteen 
cubits deep. 21And all flesh died that moved on the earth, 
birds, livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on 
the earth, and all mankind. 22Everything on the dry land in 
whose nostrils was the breath of life died. 23He blotted out 
every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man 
and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. 
They were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and 
those who were with him in the ark. 24And the waters 
prevailed on the earth 150 days.


4. LIVE: How does this story teach me to live for Jesus? (Genesis 9:1)



1And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. 2The fear of you and the 
dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth and upon 
every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the 
ground and all the fish of the sea. Into your hand they are 
delivered. 3Every moving thing that lives shall be food for 
you. And as I gave you the green plants, I give you 
everything. 4But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its 
blood. 5And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from 
every beast I will require it and from man. From his fellow 
man I will require a reckoning for the life of man.


Follow Jesus as your leader into the New Creation 

THE TOWER OF BABEL
1. WORLD: How is their world like my world? (Genesis 11)
1Now the whole earth had one language and the same 
words. 2And as people migrated from the east, they found a 
plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3And they said to 
one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them 
thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for 
mortar. 4Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city 
and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a 
name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the 
whole earth.”


2. DETAILS: What are the details of the story?
3And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, 
and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and 
bitumen for mortar.


3. JESUS: What are the patterns of the Gospel? (Genesis 11:7)



7Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so 
that they may not understand one another’s speech.”


4. LIVE: How does this story teach me to live for Jesus? (Genesis 11:8-9)
8So the Lord dispersed them from there over the face of all 
the earth, and they left off building the city. 9Therefore its 
name was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the 
language of all the earth. And from there the Lord dispersed 
them over the face of all the earth.


Make a name for Jesus wherever He leads you.  

Gospel
Not only is the Gospel in all of the Bible, but all of the Bible deepens us in 
the Gospel. 

Story
My testimony about Jason Wood.

Application
Be in the Word every day. 
Slow down, enjoy the details, let God speak to you, and see the Gospel.
Talk to others about it in your Connect Group.
Get deeper about it in Connect Group.
Live on mission by sharing what we’re learning with lost people.

Conclusion
Jason may be going back to Switzerland, but he’s not the only one who 
needs to be in God’s Word. 


